many of them, in a fair way of becoming sensible, well-behaved, and industrious members of society. A few years back it was the general opinion that idiocy was incurable, and that all we could do for idiots was to pity and protect them. This feeling is even now carried to so great an extent among savages, that they look on these unhappy creatures with a sort of veneration, believing them to be especial favourites of the Great Spirit, who has permitted their souls to remain in heaven, while their bodies undergo the toils and hardships of this world. It shows a benevolent heart that can pity and protect a " naturalbut how much greater the benevolence, that, instead of sighing at the sight and passing on, can devote the labour of a life to the arduous task of reclaiming these children ! The cures effected by Dr. Gr On the 7th of March, 1854, a strong, healthy woman, the wife of a labourer, residing in Walworth Street, East Brooklyn, gave birth to a male child, in which the abdominal wall and the front portion of the bladder are totally absent in the mesial line, the rectus abdominis being covered over, for about two inches square of the linea alba, with a red, spongy, or fungoid-looking mass, covered with mucous membrane, and bleeding very readily on being touched roughly or rubbed. On the surface of this mass, which presents in reality the mucous membrane of the bladder, are two small openings for the mouths of the ureters, which keep up a continual moisture and irritation on the exposed membrane. The contraction of the surrounding parts acting also on the urachus, probably has drawn down the umbilicus much nearer than usual to the pubes.
Separate from this malformed bladder, towards the pubes, is another ill-looking, red mass, which, after close examination, you trace out to be an effort at the formation of a penis. It is oblong, deeply grooved, or rather cleft, in the centre, and on each extremity is fixed a very small portion of the glans penis, and a trace of the frsenum also remains; but no prepuce. The urethra is totally absent; there is no appearance of a prostate; the scrotum is very perfect, and thoroughly corrugated by the dartos, and the testes are also present. The child enjoys excellent health, and bids fair to maintain his existence. The parents are healthy, and by their account the child inherits no taint, syphilitic, scrofulous, or otherwise, from either themselves or their families.
A case somewhat like the foregoing, in a young man of rather delicate appearance, was displayed at the Cliniques in New York, in 1846, and attracted much attention at that time. In him the ureters opened on the surface of the skin, on either side of the penis, which was formed of the glans only; there was no urethra, the raphe passed deeply through the scrotum, and the tissues, being puffy, gave a pretty good imitation of the labia and clitoris of the female. The testes were present, and settled the question of sex.
In the Southern Journal of Medicine for Jan., 1847, Dr. Hardy, of Nashville, N. C., has given an interesting case, similar to both recited above, illustrated by a splendid lithograph. His case was fourteen years of age before he could determine the sex, and then, he says, " the testes first began to be developed." The red, fungus-like mass, was in this instance on the site of the mons veneris, and presented on its upper part the fissure for the urethra, as in the first case above described; the surface of it bled on the slightest irritation. There was no portion of the red mass that could be pointed out as a malformed penis. The person was delicate in form and manners, bashful, and displayed no sexual desire. No notice is taken of these cases in any of our systems of midwifery, anatomy, &c., except in the above-mentioned instances.?New-York Journal of Medicine.
